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2. How does Satan deceive? 

 

   Satan and his demons come disguised; they look like they are here to help you. He often 

comes during times of need or want. For example, Satan came to Adam and Eve and offered to 

help them gain greater wisdom. All of Satan’s lies are a variation of the following three 

foundational lies Satan used in the Garden of Eden:  

 

1. God’s Word is not true. Satan causes you to doubt God’s true word. He does this by calling 

God’s Word into question. He asks, “Has God said?” Today, Satan does this with the lie 

that what God said is irrelevant, outdated, or incorrect. Satan destroys faith in God’s Word 

so he can set up his own evil plots. The danger in not believing God’s truth is not that you 

stop believing; rather, you will be open to believe anything – anything Satan tells you.  

    

2. Satan’s next lie is that you can know wisdom without God. This means Satan tempts all 

humans with the lie that they can discern right and wrong, good and evil for themselves 

without God. This lie says you do not need God to tell you what to do. When you assume 

you can know or do something good without God you are following this lie. This is Satan’s 

foundational lie. It puts man in the place of God by making him the source of wisdom. It is 

a lie because only God sets the standard for right and wrong, good and evil. This lie fuels 

pride in the heart. “I can do it myself, I can know it myself, and I have a better way!” It is 

all pride. Satan sells this lie by portraying God’s truth as boring and restrictive. This lie 

makes Satan’s way look fun, desirable, and good. But it is not. There are always serious 

consequences for sin. Satan’s next lie deal with that objection. 

 

3. There are no consequences for sin. Satan deals with all objections to his plan with more 

lies. The major objection being that God sets warnings and consequences for not believing 

his truth. God tells you not to sin because he loves you. Satan’s lie is always the same, 

“You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). There is no consequence for sin, so go and have a 

good time. You deserve it. It will be good for you. These are the foundational lies that have 

destroyed humanity. Satan still uses these same lies to tempt you and everyone to 

succumb to his evil ways.  

 

Bible passage to read: Genesis 3 

 

Questions to ponder: 

1. How does Satan tempt you to sin? Which lie are you most prone to believe? 

2. Can you know wisdom without God? How is this lie foundational to all lies? 
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3. How does the third lie (no consequences for sin) blind you? 

4. What is pride? Are you a prideful person? 

5. How have Satan’s lies affected you? What has been the result? 


